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7 T is 4 common 1 for many to read 
over a book. and then lay it aſide, and 
think little or nothmg more: cabout-the 
» |} « matter: It is defired the Reader will con- 
"| _ fider the things laid down in the enſuing 
Artie tract with deep attention, Jo tha * 

i may in ſome meaſure anſwer the end af 

_ the Author's defign,” as well as the Tithe 
Daze, that is, the. * © Profeſſor's Looking | 
Glas.“ The Author is no bigot to. any 
particular Jets or party, for which reaſon 
Bit name is conceal d, fo that the. ag 3 
may air wed the an ths written, with 9 
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E ought (fays the Apoſtle) to give the {| 
moſt earneſt heed to the things which We | 
: have heard, left at any time we ſhould * 
iet them flip; for altho' there are many 
+ Aifficulties which attend our firſt ſetting out in the 
EE Chriſtian life, yet many more attend our perſevering 
mi thefame. - Henoe itis, that ſew do really endure 
untothe end; and even among theſe few, it very rare- 
RE y that they retain either their firſt love, or 
their firſt works, ſo that this admonition is but too 
= - applicable, Remember whence thou art fallen, and re- 
dau do thy fr} works: Now the conſideration of 
di has really much grieved me; to ſee many, who 
EE > - altho” they have not turned into ſcandalous propha- 
r 4 nity, yet they have loſt much of that life, light, and £ 
= zeal which they once enjoyed: Their conſciences are 
not fo tender, their lives not fo exemplary, nor their 
l - converſation ſo heavenly as they once were. Now | 
is there any real cauſe why this ſhould be the cate? 
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: : Is not the Lord both able and willing to maintain-. - 
=" Þ* heavenly flame, which by his grace is xindEð¼s M 
dhe human heart? Undoubtedly. Ate there ger 
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cauſe doubtleſs muſt be mn ourſelves; but what that | 


for profeſlors, others. being 


cavil, and no wonder for the whole plan is eval 
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fufficient means for ths purpoſe There certainly 
are. How comes — ſeeing there is 
balm in Gilead, and an — that the 
health of many profeſſors. is not eſtabliſhed} The 


cauſe, or cauſes, may be, is the ſubject which this 
little ra is to enquire into, therefore let it be ng. 
ted; Firſt, that what follows is intended 
hardly capable of right-- | 

underſtanding, gecond, there are many things 
herein, at which the Antiriomian may "carp: and: - - 
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Our Lord ſa \ Where your FRE is, thirg will 
1 heart be, That is, there will your thoughts be. 
And truly, while the thoughts are engaged in Evi” + 
2 e words and actions will naturally om , 

atne channel, and therefore the Pfalmiſt ies, 3 | 
I hate vain thou ghts but thy law do I love.. Ard + «. 
in Colomas 3, heart with all Ai, gh 
8 < Sl are the 12 54 thaw 1 N 
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tells us, that from the heart of man proceed firft 
evil thoughts, and then adulteries, fornications, &c. 
St. James treating the ſame ſubject ſays, I hen li 
"hath concriued, (that is in the thoughts) it-briugeth | 
forth in, and fin toben it is ſiniſbed bringeth forth | 
death. Our Reformers were deeply ſenſible of this, 
when they compoſed that well-known collect to be 
uſed every Lord's day, „ Cleanſe the thoughts of 
our hearts, by the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit.” 
This being the caſe, : I apprehend we ſhould. con- 
ſidder that our very thoughts are naked and open 
urito that holy and divine being with whom. we 
have to do; and conſequentiy we ſhould labour, 
that by his grace we might order them with as great. 
diligenee and circumſpection, as we would our words 
or actions before the greateſt of men, Again, his 
holy law takes. notice of our very thoughts, and | 
condemns them that are bad, as well as words 
drr actions: We ſhould carefully diſtinguiſh: our 
fttmhougghts, for if theſe are well managed, they may 
de really profitable unto us. T hege are van | 
and finful thoughts; and there are thoughts, 
which though they may not be directly ſinful, yet 
may be unprofitable at the time, and therefore the 
cauſe of ſin. 


Stxevs Trovcurs I take to be our thinking 

with delight upon any thing that is ſinful, which 

indeed is preſented to us by Satan, but if indulged 

is our fin. The ſooner it is oppoſed. the better, for 
WE © it is not reſiſted in the beginning, it will foon find 
_ , == ac nce in. us, and will doubtleſs defile the 
whole man. Oh it our thoughts were as con- 
EE fpicuous to men as they are to God, how often 
bbould we bluſh and be aſhamed of them. 
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Vain THOUGHTS take to be fuck as are ſpent 
in thinking upon things that will never come to 
paſs, or are impoſſible to be: As thinking if I was 


in ſuch, or ſuch a ſituation in life, wear ſuch and 


ſuch apparel, live in ſuch. and ſuch an houſe, have 
fuch and ſuch attendance or honour. Theſe are 
the airy fabricks of our wild imaginations, and only 
tend to lead the ſoul away from God, her refuge and 
fure defence. Again, ſuch are VAN THOUGHTS, 
the thinking upon ſome vain ſong, which: I was ac- 


.cuſtomed to ſing; before was converted, or might 


hear ſince, or thinking of ſome very comical trick, I 


heard of or ſaw done; or ſome diverting ſtory, which 
I might have heard, or the like; all which are apt 


to lurk; within, and claim reſidence in tke heart, 
and pollute the ul. 5 7 W 


>" UxnPROFITABLE: THOUGHTS I take to be ſuel! 


as in themſelves are not ſinful, but may be; very 
hurtful at the time they offer themſelyes, and like 
unneceſſary viſitors, intruding themſelves when they 


ought not; as ſuppoſing I am reading, or praying, 
or hearing a ſermon thoughts may obtrude at ſuch 
a time, which may be neceſſary at another time, 
but are by no means profitable at that ſeaſon, but 
rather deprive the ſoul of its comfort, and the 


Lord of his glory. Again, ſuppoſing the Lord 5 | 
ſhould dart into my mind ſome good meditation ü 
upon his own divine perfections, or the life, death, 


and paſſion of the dear Redeemer, or ſome paſſage 


of his holy word, my priviledge is to nouriſh that 1 


divine ſun- beam; but at ſuch a time the ene 


will be buſy, and will not fail to offer a variety of 


other things to the mind, in order to draw it from 2 
ne * 1 Nen e 0e 4 5 8 | 
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"theſe holy and divine reflexions, and pervert their 
ſacred effects. Theſe ate ſome of the little foxes Þ 
which ſpoil the vines. Song ii. 15. Or like {warms} 
of noxious inſects, or like the fowls.of prey which 
o me down upon Abraham's ſacrifice, Gen. xv. 11. Pe 
Theſe unprofitable thoughts, at ſuch a time, ſpoil 
and diſtract our inner man, and render our hear- 
ing, praying, and reading of none effect; and as F 
in the days of old, dead. facrifices were an abomi- 
nation unto the Lord, ſo theſe vain wandrings | 
have a tendency to render our religious exerciſes ! 
equally 2bominable in his fight, For his worſhip | 
is a ſpiritual worſhip, 7%n iv. 24. And without 
the heart is truly engaged in'the ſame, it avails very | 
+ A4ittle how exact ſoever the external part may be. 
Oh Reader ! conſider theſe things attentively ; haſt 
thou not ſuſtained loſs many a time from theſe very. | 
_ evils which are now pointed out unto: thee ? Has 
not thine heart been carried unto the ends of the 
earth, when thou haſt been engaged in the moſt 
-  folemn religious performances? Have not theſe 
things bewildered thy ſoul, and deadened thy af- 
fections towards thy God and Saviour? pould not 
-theſe make thee cry out, | a. Y 


1 
_ Give me to feel an idle thought,, 
As attual wickedneſs, = _ 
Aud mourn for the minuteſt fault 
d "exquiſite diftreſt 
But how ſhall we vanquith theſe. invaders of our 
eee and happineſs ? 1, Study their pernicious na- 
1 . : | ture, 
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vert mer that as weeds, brie Arid: thorns do via | 


little foxes ne good ſeed, and render t unfruitful, ſo do theſe 
te {warns Fhoak the word of life in your heart; they 81 | 


ey which Four affections from him wha was crucifi 

„ xv. I. Bamp'theſe bloſſoms of the divine ſpirit. The 

me, ſpoil re a clogg to the whole foul,” and hinder her fro 

ur hear. mounting up with wings like an eagle. They are 

| and” as fs ſo many weights, which hinder her from running 

 abomi- the race e ſet before Rr. e e 4 
175 ma f 

worſhip bs 6 


without 2: I for watchfulneſs 8 chem, for no 2 : 
ils very 77 er than we are watching againſt them, will the 


nay be. ept out. It is not without reaſon that caution | 
Y; haſt to watch, is lo treque wen us in the oracles 4 
ſe very N of God. e 18 the * oe of on - 4 
of the lurking without * 


walls. of a city, and ae 
2: moſt the firſt op wttnity of getting entrance ; if the ce 
* theſe tinel be Alleep, or otherwiſe employed, ory.” 1 
iy af- take the advantage of entering in, and wil male 

Id not terrible, PAR, ee Wie - 
UI 5 To OY 23 e 4 
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J. Kefer be IR e by ralenels is an- i i- 

wiki unt6 them to enter and abide there: Bp. 

Fall fays, that An idle man is the devil's cuſhion, 

upon which he ſits. And truly ſo it ofterproves 

to be. David fell into the fatal erime of adultery 

at a time when he was unemployed, 2 Fam. xi: & M. 

Lot fell into the grievous fin of drunkeneſs and in- 3 

5 -ceſt When le was got in 1 Lam eſten 

our grieved in hearing profeſſors tay, they we u 
na- Were for NY or n the word, I: 6 
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ho much of their precious time is conſumed i in 
ts agmavgE nr therefore an idle man can never 
am progreſs in religious matters, it is utter- 
2 le. No man is called 9 6 an idler, 
om the king to the beggar, all have a work ap- 
pointed them to 1 2555 even in the things of 555 
erefore as Kempis wiſely Ne- 
ver be thou 9 unemployed, but read, or 
write, or pray, or think, or 1 ſomething for the 


f, Not I in buſineſs ; but fervent in * 
d A. I > 


| —_ the Nobile. ” Or as the apoſtle expreſſes 
F Rom. 


4. Oonbder t the many bad conſe uences of Vain 
Tights, as in the forementioned cafe of David, 


2 Sam. 11. His thoughts were permitted to fol- 


Wt his wanton 2 my his defires 2905 
not O ti m but i 
the fame; So true is en db gg 7 uy 157 
tempted, when be is drawn away of his own luſt and 
"IR for, and for when te is Piel, bringets fort 
» 0 it is , bringet 
2 ladet I apprehend neut th the moſt — 2 
erimes are ſeldom committed without being con- 
ceived firſt in the thoughts, and having place 
there. I ſhall conclude this head with. that ju | 
dieious xeſolution of the pious Bp. Beveridge, 
S ins to 
in my ſoul, I am reſolved 4 —_ i, 
from the 
— e fountain of living waters, or lluted 
of mine own affections; 8 
it tends, or takes its courſe, towards the ocean of 
happineſs, f deftrudtion.” TE 


.* Oh 


| | 1 En) 


* On that 1 could perſuade my realer to take 
T the ſame reſolution, how much peace would accrue 
"Ig unto his own mind, and how oF) evils would 
| | 11 prevent? : 

1 The ſecond general Head ts. _—— our WorDs. 


Now as the fountain may be judged of by the 

# ſtreams, and the tree by its 1 1 

degree our t ts may be judged of by our wor 

1. As our Lord fays, From the abundance * * 
the mouth fpeaketh, Luke, vi. 45.1 | 


Our divine Lord has — a uiſhed us F 
from the beaſts of the field in a y ding reſpects, | 
and in particular in the gift of ſpeech : Should 
not that noble faculty be employed in the moſt 
noble ſervice ? But how far this is from being the **Y 
caſe, 3 ience demonſtrates. As to 3 
the genera ity of men, they, will be under no re- 
ſtraint ; their impious language is, Mtb our tongue 

will we prevail, our lips are our own, who ſball lord 

over us © But then, one expects better things from 

ſuch as profeſs, religion ; yet alas, how often have 

[ been grievouſly miſtaken ! for although their con- 
verſation, ſtrictly ſpeaking, has not ſcanda- 

louſly NN” yet hay ay we? exceedingly pain'd 

to find ſo little favour of divine thi of The 

world has frequently been the topic Kot converſa- 4 
tion. at Very unſeaſonable times. de ſpeaking ß 
the good or the bad ities of their fellow ere. 
tures, the repeating ſome comical thing, or « 
they have ſeen or heard, are but too often the to« 4 | 
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picks bu converſation. al when religion hag, 2 
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r 
been ſpokedlf of, it has been done in a light; banter- 
ing manner, which ſhews a..deal of levity of ſpirit, 
and is far from becoming the dignity and ſolemnity 

of ſpiritual ſubjects. All therefore who would glo- 
rify Jeſus in their day and generation, would do 

well to conſider the benefits of ſpiritual converſa- 
tion; that is, converſation which is grave, ſolid, 
and edifying, and the many evils which attend 
the 22 Certainly vain converfation diſho- 

nours God. We cannot conceive of the holy 
Angels ſpending their time in any ſuch manner; 
but that they» are ever praiſing the great Three 
One; nor can We imagine any of the apoſtles 
of our Lord thus killing the golden moments, or 
abuſing the precious talents which God hath com- 


mitted to them. Suppoſe they were talking to- 
gether, we cannot ſuppoſe; them talking about the 


fairneſs, or the foulneſs of the Weather, or the 
dearneſs, or cheapueſs of tlie markets, much leſs « 
concerning the bad qualities of their fellow crea- | 
tures; little puns or jeſts, with a variety of non- | 
ſenſe. No, had that been the caſe, they would 
never have left us 'fuch exhortations as theſe. 
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 

mouth, hut that which is good, fo the uſe of gdifying, 


% — 


that it may miniſter Eh the bearers, Eqb. iv. 2c. 
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. > Ner foolifh talking, nor jeſting,” but "rather giving of | 
bar er 2 2 8 7 
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than . ** But un prophane, and vai | 
' babblings, For they will increaſe unto more ungadlineſs, | 
2 ee Wir Ne my i, brethren, . be 
4 vift to hear. fo ſpeak, flow to wrath, Jam. i. 19. 
. feat, let fm ſpeak at the gracles of 22 | 
- Pet. iv. 11. Tha, whith we have Keen and Heard 
Aerlart we unto po, "that "ye night have fellruſbip 
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ed us; and truly our fellotuſbip is with the Eu tber 
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6 
and with the Son, 1 John i. 3. Tegching and 


admoni ſbing one another in pſalms and and 
Ming pc and 


ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging with grace in your 
unto the Lad Col. iii. 16. From theſe few 
© paſſages, we may conſider what manner of con- 


verſation theſe holy men were of, and how very 


different from what it is now, eſpecially _— 
many, Beſides, if we think upon the life of 
our dear Lord, certainly it muſt often make us 
aſhamed of ourſelves. . rt] 


Wherever he came, his doctrine dropped as 
the rain, and diſtilled as the dews. He was al- 
ways purſuing the glorious buſineſs for which he 
was ſent into the world. I muſt (faid he) 
work the works of him that ſent me, while it is 
day, the night cometh when no man can. work.“ 
The whole of his conduct did evidence this. 
Did he fit down at Jacob's well to reſt his 
weary limbs? He muſt begin to work the con- 
verſion of a poor ſinner. John iv. 10. He did 
not begin to enquire of her what news might 
be in the town, how the market went, -&c. 
But by aſking a drink of water from her, took 
the opportunity of inviting her to receive: the 
water of life. Indeed he always improved every 
occurrence of life, and every circumſtance in 
the moſt edifying manner. - When at feaſts, he 
uſed parables taken from the cireumſtances' of 
the entertainment itſelf, as in the parable of the 
great ſupper. Luke xiv. So when in the fields, 
the parabee of the ſower, as in Matt. xiti. 3. 10. 
Oh ! were we truly intent upon the one thing 
needful, every thing we ſee would turn preacher 
unto us. As we have our Lord's example for a 


En 4 
em in public, ſo we have many ſpeeimens of it 
private. When he was alone with his diſ- 


oples, he lovingly corrected their faults; com- | 
forted them in their diſtreſſes; and inſtructed 5 


their ignorance in the moſt familiar manner, 
Oh; his tongue was better than choice ſilver 
and his lips as a well of life. Grace -proceede: 
from his gracious lips, and wherever he came, 
he was like the box of rich ſpikenard, when 
broken, which filled all the houſe with heavenly 
fragrance. a 


No if we are his followers, let it be ſeen by 
our treading in his ſteps. When we are among 
worldly people, we ſhould ever be watching an 
opportunity of ſpeaking ſome good word or 
other; we cannot tell when it may pleate God 
to make it effectual, I knew a perfon that 
had heard many very alarming ſermons, and to 
title purpoſe ; but was truly convinced by one 
ſimply aſking him, „Mr. „ will you go te 
heaven with us.“ But religious people are ſel- 
dom in greater danger of trifling, than when in 
cheir friendly converſations together. They are 
apt to ſuſpect no harm, and then it is that the 
enemy finds them unprepared. But of all kinds 
of trifling, religious trifling is the moſt perni- 
cious ; and what renders religion very inſipid. 
The ſpeaking to one another of their failings in 
a bantering ſtrain, has ſomething in it ſo tri- 
fling, fo diſguſtful, yea, I might add ſo irra- 
tional, as well as unſeriptural, that nothing can 
come up to it. But ſhould not we always mean 
what we ſay ? that is indeed, to ſpeak the truth? 

Doubtleſs we fhould. 1 
ere 


[ 26 1 


Here is another error I find even in mmy 
ſeeming religious. Among the gay world, it is 
become faſhionable to imitate the moſt. | 
nation of the world (I mean the Freneli) al 
in every thing. Hence it is that we have im- 
ported a great deal of cant and diſſimulation, 
T from a croud of unmeaning compliments and 
lies. But is any thing of this found among Pro- 
feſſors of Religion? Too much 2 great deal, 
There is a great want of ſincerity, of that 
blunt | honeſty which St. Paul uſed to Peter, 
when he was to be blamed, Gal. ii. 1. : 


Me ought to de very watchful over all our 
words, eſpecially as the judge of all the earth 
has declared that for every idle word we ſpeak, 
we ſhall be called to an account in the day of 
judgment. I ſhall conclude this head with the 
pious Beveridge's words. I am refolved, by- 
the grace of God, never to ſpeak much, leſt 
I often ſpeak too much, and not to ſpeak at all 
rather than to no purpoſe. I am reſolved, by. 
the grace of God, always to make my tongue 
and heart go together, fo as never to ſpeak 
_ the one, what 1 do not think with the 
other,” 0 A 


Js The third Thing to be conſidered ir our ACTIONS. \ 


And theſe are ftill more conſpicuous to. men 
than either words or thoughts. Indeed our 
thoughts are wholly ſecreted from all hving ex- 
cept God alone; and as for our words, they 
are very lrable to be mifunderſtood, or we may 
deceive with them; but this cannot be the e 
| with 
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with our Actions. They are in ſome meaſure 
the very indexes of our hearts, Theſe are the 
ſtreams” that manifeſt the fountain; the fruits 
that declare the nature of the tree. It is much 
to be defired that men would do as the royal 
Pfalmiſt did, Pſ.1. xvi. 8. Set Ged continually be- 


fore them. The heathen moraliſts adviſe their 


pupils always to imagine ſome very venerable 
perſon before them, that they might by this means 
influence their minds with a reverential awe, 
and thereby be induced to very laudable ac- 
tions : But how much better method did David 
take ? not a mere imagination of ſome frail man 
preſent, but 'a juſt and aweful ſenſe of that 
Omaipotent Being who fills heaven and earth 
with his preſence, | | 


One thing which I have ſeen amiſs in many 
Profeſſors, is, too great anxiety for the things 
of this life, and an exceeding remiſſneſs with 
reſpect to eternal things. This certainly ſhews 
the heart to be much engaged in the former, 
and very indifferent about the latter. I would 
not be miſunderſtood here, as if a ſerious 
perſon was to neglect the affairs of this life; 
no, he is to provide things honeſt in the ſight of 
all men; he is to provide far his own, or he has 
denied the faith, and is worſe than an infidel. 


But may he not be diligent in buſineſs, and fer- 


vent in ſpirit? Ought he not to labour for the 


meat which endureth to everlaſting life? Are 
not his immortal concerns more afſiduouſly to 


be attended unto ? Or ſhall the poor drudges of 
this life out do- us herein? They riſe early, and 
eat the bread of carefulneſs; croſs fea and lag, 
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labour and toil for an uncertainty, in which if they 
ſucceed, they can but hold their acquiſitions for 
a very little while, and then part with all. But 
the felicity we profeſs to be ſeeking is of an 
eternal duration, an inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled, which fadeth not away, conſe- 
quently ought to be purſued with the greater 
alacrity. e e . 


Another thing I obſerve to be amiſs, is the 
manner in which numbers ſpend their time. 
ki time 2 is not ee in worldly buſi- 
neſs is moſt ſtrangely lo away in a very 
unprofitable manner. f It mp4 be feared ſuch per- 
fons are great ſtra to the ſecret duties of the 
elofet ; and if fo, I am ſure little is the progreſs 
that can be made in the divine life. Reading 
and prayer are two means, by which I have 


been more truly edified than any other: In the 


former we have time to reflect and conſider what 
we are about, and if we do not clearly under- 


over it again, or aſk” advice it, until we 
| come to the knowledge of it; which can 
hardly be done in hearing of a ſermon. And 
as to prayer, here we can have free acceſs to 


wants in words. or: 


26. Indeed 28 to reading, I lament chat it is 
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ſtand the matter in hand, we can go over and +» 


God; and can tell him our wants freely, Here 

we need not ſtudy what kind of words we ſhall 

uſe, but What are our wants, and laying” afide - 
the formality. of words, we may. expreſs our” - 
or „ 
15 will the ſpirit make e 4 
groanings which cannot be uttered, Rom. viii. 
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tures, 2. The lives of pious men. I own, I 
have found no human TRAP 10 Bal to the 0 
of good mn and' Rs I can at help recom. 


mendin lives of ' two, ] 
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have not time to read ; 
but yan rve 2 15 faid before; do not ſaunter 


art of the time 
which is ſpent edleſs t 
e in nee . a e ea 


. 
nin 


There ſeems a great defed i in many, as ne 
ing the conducting of their families. Many 


complain of their children or ſervants, and thi 


may thank themſelves for it; far little care is 

taken of their ſouls. They will be good chil- 
dren. or ſervants to you when they become true 
children and ſeryants of the — God. But 
how little care is taken that they may be fo? 
Here I cannot but admire the accounts: we have 
of the Pyritans, how careful they were in theſe 


Paxtigulars. It is faid of one, that when a child 


px ſervant had committed a fault, he * — 
in; K ſeriouſly, took them into a room, 
their faults before them very homelyz 

— Gene and made them read the ſcripture 
yy een * woes: hich 4 — 
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may a laſting impreſſion bn gh nete, 
thou ang I be site 


hoy if this, important Jug Was mare 433 


heart enter iiita it w. 
e ito Thy oy 9 dd 
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cit denial 33 tg be 1 thing _—_ is 
7 wanting among profeſſors in theſe days. 
hen I read the lives of the primitive Chriſ- 
tians, 'as well a8 Many of the good old -Puritans, 
nd 2 them with the generality 4 
preſent time, I am ready to ery 
u 0 "As HY} the Qbriſtians. dead. Selk an. 
ulg Lo 5 a 2 friend to carnal, corrupt na- 
Wan deadly enemy tothe grace of, God. 
hat — ba ; wh in Neep; the moſt pre- 
crous. moments af their ** mean the mor 
ig unleſs their yorldly : buſüness — them 
What ia, Pity it is that tranſitory things ſhould 
bay à greater influence upon even ee poet 


true religion has upon its profeſſors i. 
member it is faid of Demoſthenes, that. Arco | 
ſo ent L n his ſtudies in oratory, that if he 
„ tear à labouring man t ins work 

re be: was at his ſtudy, he uſed to blame . 
W on that —— very much. CAN, 5 
> 5104 1397779 


Sen * eat Cut- Hagge Chriſtian.” 


It Teems to have been the practice o of the — * 
Wen early in n 5B N | 


a 
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our bleſſed Redeemer, that « He roſe 3 a great 
while before day, and went into a deſart place to 
pray,” Mark i. - 36: David it ſeems was an ear- 
ly worſhipper of his God: Paal. v. 3. The pi- 
ous women were at the Glen While it was 
yet dark, Luke xxiv. 1. It is faid of Ignatius Fur- 
dain, * (one of the Puritans) that it was his 
conſtant practice for many years en even 
in his old age, to riſe between two and three 
o'clock in the morning, and that in the coldeſt 
ſeaſons of the year, and ſpend the time in ſecret 
meditation and prayer, until fix o'clock, which 
was the appointed time for his morni facrifice 
in the family. And if at any time he had over- 
Nept Mime (as he called it) and did not riſe 
until four o'clock, he would much bemoan him- 
elf for the loſs of ſo much precious time, which 
he might have enjoyed in comfortable commu- 


nion With God. Dr. Doddridge uſed conſtantly 


to xiſe at five! o'clock, even in winter, and Mr. 
Hervey, tho' of ſo puny a conſtitution, at fix 
even in winter, and I need not inform my rea- 
der of one now living, though far advanced in 
years, yet indefatigable in his labours, who riſes 
oy . winter er fummer at I 


"There . Fan deal ho Wick 
conformity i in moſt, to the preſent world. The 
ſeriptures all along preſerve a very clear diſtinc- 
tion between the * ren of this world, and the 
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children of God; and they command us to come 


out from among them, to be ſeparated from 
them: which implies not only a leaving of their 
company, but leaving their ways and maxims; 


their vain cuſtoms and converſation. But very 


little of this now appears. The ſpirit and tem- 


per of the world manifeſtly appears almoſt upon 


every occaſion ; ſo that many ſeem to meet the 


world more than half way. Now our Lord's 
kingdom is not of this world ; -for the temper, 
and tendency, and genius of this world are as 
oppoſite each other as light and darkneſs, and 


can never harmonize or be reconciled together. 


And now oh Reader, haſt thou paid any at- 
tention to theſe things? Haſi thou examined 
thine own heart by what thou haſt read, and 


haſt thou duly conſidered whether thine own ſtate 


has not been deſcribed? Surely then thy ery 
will be, | 413 6-8 


<« Is there a thing beneath the ſun, 


_—_ 


That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare ? ws 


Ah ! turn it hence and reign alone, 
The Lord of every motion there: 


Then ſhall my heart from earth be free, J — 


When it has found repoſe in thee.” 


think ſome of the cauſes of the heart back- | 


ſliding have been deſcribed, which are too mani- 
teſtly apparent in this our day, as well as the 
ſickly ſtate of religion in the general. How theſe 


| things may affect the heart I cannot tell; I ſhall: 
therefore leave the matter in the hands of that 


God, who chuſes the weak things of the world 
to confound the mighty, who makes his word 
proſper whereunto he ſends it. 6 
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an HYMN. 


Y NAne Power, en LOT RP, 
How ſovereign is thy hand! 
All Nature roſe t'obey thy Word, 
And moves at thy command. 


| With fea eourſe the ſhining furt, 

15 appomted way . 

A all the hours obedient run, 
The circle of the day. 


But ah! how wide my ſpirit flies, 
And wanders from her GOD! | 

My foul forgets the heavenl prize, 
And treads the downwar road. 


Tue ing fire and ſtormy ſea 
Fin thy aweful will, 


And every-beaſt, and every tree, 
Thy great (deg fall. 


” Whit le ivy wild paſſions rage within, 
or thy commands bey $3. 1, 


PE my beſt a. N 


Shall creatures of a meaner frame, 
Pay all their ues to thee? 


Creatures that never knew thy name, 
That ne'er were lov'd like me? 


Great GOD create my ſoul anew, 
Conform my heart to thine, 

Melt down my will, and let it flow, 
And take the mould divine. 


Seize my whole frame into thy hand, 

Hons all my Powers I bring, . 

l the wheels by thy — >. 675 
govern every ſpring. : 


Then ſhall my feet no more dete 28 
Nor my af. Qions rove, TEINS 
Devotion Thal be all my — 3 
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